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ANSC ORIGINS

¢ The Arctic Contamination Conference 1993

¢ [[he Environmental Legacy of the Cold War -
Project Chariot and ledine experimentation on
Alaska Natives

¢ Position paper was prepared which statedl the
desire ofi the Native community tor become
actively involved in scIentific research;, te become
aware andiniferMmeEd off SCIence Investigating
Native) lives and enavironment, andl ter ensure that
WHRERI SCIENCE IS perfiermed inrAlaskal it Isiwith thie
KRewWledge, cooperation; and Understandingl e the
INGEIVE CommURIGy:



¢ October 1993 - the Alaska Federation of Natives
(AEN) passed a unanimous resolution at their
annual convention to support the creation of the
Alaska Native Science Commission. During 1994,
a series off workshops were held with Native
community leaders and elders and Arctic
scientists and researchers to discuss the
formation and structure off the ANSC. Funding
Was! recelved firoml the National Science
Foundation terassist Inl estaplishing the ANSE
and a partnership was: formed with' the URiVersity,
off Alaska.

9 ApHiF2002 -TANSE bECamE anl Independent nen-
larofit Organization  WhlChrProVides thier primalY,
IRk DECWEERF thEN SCIENTIHC COMMIURIEY, anarthe
Alaskal Native comimunity:



ANSC BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS

o Elaine Abraham (feacher) -
Chailr

o Orville Huntington (Natural
RESGUIECES) - VicerChailr

o Anne Walker (IHealth) -
Treasurer

Alice Petrivellil(Elder) -

oclreta

NMigveinlel Meefos = Scijelap)e
Advisor

Advisor



A Partnership Approach

¢ The Alaska Native Science
Commission was created
to bringl together research
and science in; partnership
with the Native
community. It serves as
a clearingheuse for
PrOPOSEed research), an
Infermation; base for
ONGgeING and past
Fesearchi and an: archive
or signiiicant research
Invelving the Native
commumty: We provide
IRfermation) rererkal and
RELWOrKING SERVICES ok
researchers seekin
actiVerpartnersinithe
INatIVErcommtRIGy




Mission Statement

¢ The mission of the
Alaska Native Science
Commission Is to

PIROPEREY.



GOALS

¢ GOALS

¢ Facilitate the inclusion of local and traditional
knowleddge into research and science.

¢ Participate in and influence priorities fior research.

¢ Seek participation ofi Alaska Natives at all levels
Off sCIence.

¢ Provide; a mechanism for community, ieedback on
resulits and other SCIENTITIC actiVItIES.

¢ Promete science tor Native vouth:

¢ Encourage Native people tor enter sclentifilc
disciplinEs;

¢ Ensure that Native peoRIe shiaire iRl thEreconemic
PERENTS dEerRVed iremrthels Intellectlal property.



CONCERNS

Environmental health and the causes of disease
that are specific to Alaska Natives, especially the
types of cancers that are killing the young and non-
substance abusers.

Elements and conditions that contribute to the
survival of Native cultures and societies, and
identification of major barriers to cultural survival.

Partnerships with agencies and researchers who
have supported community involvement in research
and work well with the Native communities.



CONCERNS (continued)

Active community involvement in science and research
which:

Inform communities of their rights regarding research
done on their envirenment or people.

Establishies community, research standards and
PIretocols.

Establishes standard research reviews to address issues
off locall concern and culturali values,

ASsUres that scientists Work: WIth commURnIties on| the
direction anardesign: o FESealrchl

Chiannels communication e rESEarCh rESUItS IR a
practicalbmanner backs tor CommURItiES WhHICHFare most
IIP2CLEGS



CONCERNS (continued)

Helps scientists work directly with students who are
interested in the classroom and at the research site to
fioster interest and involvement.

Promotes hire of local people te assist with research.

Prepares locally-held knewledge: off community,
FESOUICES,

Promotes student learning threugh elders;

EncCoUlrades) and sUppOKts stUdents Who are; Interestead
N SCIENCE! te; BECOME! aCtiVEIV InVeIVEd IRl the Feseareh
Oif thElr pEople and omelands:

Estaplishiestiocalfstanedarasi o the utilizatien ol
traditienaltknowledge with' consideration of
IntellectuaiF propeErty nghits.
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Alaska Federation of Natives
Policy Guidelines for Research

Advise those Native people who willl be affected by the study: of
the purpose, goals and time frame ofi the research, the data-
gathering technigues, the ﬁositive and negative implications and
the iImpacts of the research.

Obtain infermed consent of the appropriate governing body.

Fund the support off a Native, research committee appointed by,
the lecal community: ter assess and monitor the project and ensure
compliance with the expressed wishes) off Native, people.

Protect the sacred knowledge and cultural/intellectual property: of
Native peeple:

iHire andl train Native people ter assist in the study.

Use Native laneuagess whenever Englishiis the second language.
InciuderNative viewpointshin: the final study:

Acknowledge the contributions off NatiVe resouUrce; pEopIE:

Inferm the Nativerresearech Committee inl a summary. FEpoKt, n
NeRFtEChncalNaneliage,; el the majer indings Gif ther SEUEA

ProVvidercopies ot thie stuay: torthier localFpEOPIE:



en an elder dies, a library burns
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